Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 BONN 02654 111713Z 
ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO EURE-00 CIAE-00 PM-04 INR-07 L-03 
ACDA-07 NSAE-00 PA-01 SS-15 PRS-01 SP-02 USIA-06 
TRSE-00 SAJ-01 /060W 

111847Z 010487/43 

P 111653ZFEB 77 

FM AMEMBASSY BONN 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 5572 

SECDEF WASHDC PRIORITY 

INFO USMISSION NATO BRUSSELS PRIORITY 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE BONN 02654 
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SUBJECT: NATO GUIDED MISSILE PATROL HYDROFOIL (NATO 
PHM) PROGRAM 

REF: STATE 28603 DTG 082334Z FEB 77 

1 . I MET WITH MINISTER OF DEFENSE LEBER FEBRUARY 1 1 

TO GIVE HIM OUR APPRECIATION OF THE NATO PHM PROGRAM 
AND TO SOLIVT HIS VIEWS. LEBER REACTED CALMLY TO THE 
SUGGESTION THAT WE MIGHT CANCEL THE PROGRAM OR REDESIGN 
THE VESYOL. HE PROMISED A CONSIDERED REPLY, AFTER HIS 
STAFF HAD HAD TIME TO STUDY THE NON-PAPER WHICH I LEFT 
WITH HIM. 

2. LEBER MENTIONED THAT THERE HAD BEEN A BUNDESTAG 
DEBATE LAST YEAR AS TO WHETHER THE FRG SHOULD CARRY OUT 
A FRIGATE PROGRAM OR OBTAIN FAST PATROL BOATS TO CARRY 
OUT THE GERMAN MARITIME MISSION. THE DECISION HAD GONE 
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IN FAVOR OF THE FRIGATES BUT THERE WERE MANY 
INDIVIDUALS WHO FELT THE CHOICE HAD BEEN WRONG. CLEARLY 
THE FRG COULD NOT AFFORD TO DO BOTH AT THAT TIME, 
PARTICULARLY IN VIEW OF OTHER PRIORITY NAVY 
PROCUREMENT PROJECTS. WITHOUT SAYING SO, LEBER INTIMATED 
THAT THE FRG HAD ALREADY DECIDED NOT TO PROCURE THE NATO 
PHM AT THIS TIME. 
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3' LEBER ALSO MENTIONED THAT THERE HAD BEEN ISRAELI 
INTEREST IN PURCHASING THE FAST PATROL BOATS FROM THE 
FRG. HE HAD TOLD THE ISRAELI DEFENSE MINISTER THAT THE 
FRG WOULD NOT OPPOSE SUCH AN ISRAELI PURCHASE. I SAID 
THAT AN ISRAELI PURCHASE WOULD OBVIOUSLY CUT THE COSTS 
PER VESSEL TO WHICH LEBER ASSENTED. HE THEN MOVED ON TO 
OTHER TOPICS. 

STOESSEL 
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